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Glasgow City Chambers
The ornate structure is part of a 
building boasting more marble than the 
Vatican. 

No expense had been spared and the main staircase (seen here) is solid Carrara 
marble for three floors of the building. The wall panels are made of alabaster. 
The original budget had been £150,000 but that rose to £578,232.. The original 
building provided 53,000 square feet of usable space. (Since then, extensions 
running back from the main building have expanded that to 150,000 square 
feet). When it opened, it was one of the first buildings in the country to be lit by 
electricity.



The bird commemorates the wild robin which St Serf, St Mungo's old master, tamed. It was accidentally killed by some of 
his disciples who blamed St Mungo. He took the dead bird in his hands and prayed over it, whereupon it was restored to 
life and flew chirping to its master.

The tree is now an oak but it started in the legend as a hazel branch. As a boy in the monastery, Mungo was left in charge 
of the holy fire in the refectory. He fell asleep and some of the other boys, being envious of him, put out the fire. When 
he woke and found what had happened, Mungo broke off some frozen branches from a hazel tree and caused them to 
burst into flames by praying over them.

The bell may have been given to St Mungo by the Pope but there is no definite information as to how he obtained it. At 
any rate, in the 15th Century St Mungo's Bell had become a notable institution in Glasgow. In 1450, John Stewart the first 
Provost of Glasgow left, as did many others, an endowment to have the bell tolled throughout the city to call the 
inhabitants to pray for his soul. The City Treasurers' accounts for 1578 show an entry of two shillings "for one tong to 
Sanct Mungowis Bell" but the ultimate fate of the bell in unknown. A replacement was purchased by the magistrates in 
1641 and this bell still exists in the People's Palace.

Glasgow Symbols

Here is the bird that never flew
Here is the tree that never grew
Here is the bell that never rang
Here is the fish that never swam

The fish with a ring in its mouth is a salmon and the ring was a present from Hydderch Hael, King of Cadzow, to his Queen Languoreth.  The Queen gave the ring to a knight and 
the King, suspecting an intrigue, took it from him while he slept during a hunting party and threw it into the River Clyde. On returning home, the King demanded the ring and 
threatened Languoreth with death if she could not produce it. The Queen appealed to the Knight who, of course, could not help and then confessed to St Mungo who sent one of 
his monks to fish in the river, instructing him to bring back the first fish caught. This was done and St Mungo extracted the ring from its mouth..



Where to Find Charles 
Rennie Mackintosh in 

Glasgow

The Lighthouse 
Scotland Street School Museum 

Mackintosh at the Willow 
The Mackintosh House, The Hunterian

Mackintosh Church

The Kelvingrove Museum

Charles Rennie Mackintosh Mural



Glasgow School 
of Art 

Destroyed by fire in 2018, voted by the Royal 
Institute of British Architects as the finest 

building designed by a British architect in the  
last 175 years.



National Museum of Scotland
Edinburgh

National Museum of Scotland
Edinburgh



National Portrait Gallery       The People’s Story Museum



National Mining 
Museum 

Lady Victoria Colliery at 
Newtongrange, Midlothian



Scottish Border Abbeys
Melrose Abbey is where Robert the Bruce’s heart is buried. Why only his heart? When he died he demanded his heart be removed from his chest
and taken on crusade. It is said his heart was thrown at an enemy in battle, recovered and hidden for many years before it was rediscovered and 
buried at Melrose Abbey. A plaque commemorating the mighty Scottish King marks its burial. Alexander II of Scotland is also buried here.

Dryburgh Abbey, built in 1150, is considered one of the most beautiful abbeys in Scotland and is also the site where Scottish writer Sir Walter Scott 
is buried. A magnificent ruin survives despite the abbey being set on fire three times!

Jedburgh Abbey is a spectacular abbey that was often fought over due to its ties to royalty and proximity. It served the royal castle in 
Jedburgh; part of the abbey church where Alexander III of Scotland and Yolande de Dreux were married survives to this day.

Kelso Abbey was founded by monks invited by King David I. Like Jedburgh Abbey, it suffered from English invasions, and not much of 
the abbey remains. It is still worth visiting as the church ruin is one of the greatest examples of Romanesque architecture in Scotland.



Smailholm Tower
Sandyknowe Farm, Kelso

Abbotsford 
House

Melrose

Sir Walter Scott 
Homes



Culross
Culross is a village and former royal burgh, and parish, 
in Fife. Originally, Culross served as a port city on the 

Firth of Forth and is believed to have been founded by 
Saint Serf during the 6th century.

The whole of the town is beautiful, with charming  
cottages along winding streets leading up to the hill 

with views across the Firth of Forth.



Culross
AKA Cranesmuir

Culross Palace, a favorite Outlander 
location, was built between 1597 and 
1611 by Sir George Bruce, the Laird of 

Carnock. It is now owned and cared for 
by the National Trust for Scotland.



Crovie
Crovie, a small village in 

Aberdeenshire,  is built on a 
remarkably narrow ledge 

between the base of the cliffs 
forming the east side of Gamrie

Bay and the sea. 
https://www.undiscoveredscotland.co.uk/gar

denstown/crovie/index.html
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Beauty of the Highlands
Just to the north of Benmore Gardens between Dunoon and Strachey, the 
natural beauty of this southern edge of the Highlands is also famous for…
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Red Squirrel, Scottish Wildcat, Golden 
Eagle, Pine Marten, Puffin, Red Deer, 
Capercaillie, Mountain Hare, Badger, 

Highland Cow



Glen Shee
First snows of Autumn in the highlands of eastern Perth and Kinross. The 
Spittal of Glenshee lies at the head of Glenshee, where the confluence of 

many small streams flow south out of the Grampians to form the Shee Water.  
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Gardens in 
Perthshire

Hercules Gardens

Drummond Castle Garden

Branklyn Gardens

Cluny House Garden

Bolfracks Estate Gardens

Branklyn Garden



Ardverikie House
And Gate Lodge

Inverness-shire



Invermoriston Bridge 
Invernesshire



Aigas Field Centre
Beauly, Inverness-Shire

https://www.aigas.co.uk/
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Aigas Field Centre



Dunrobin Castle & 
Gardens

Golspie, Sutherland

Dunrobin Castle is the most 
northerly of Scotland's great 
houses and the largest in the 
Northern Highlands with 189 
rooms. Dunrobin Castle is also one 
of Britain's oldest continuously 
inhabited houses dating back to the 
early 1300s, home to the Earls and 
later, the Dukes of Sutherland.



Skye to Mallaig to Knoydart
Photos copyright, Kraig Kirkpatrick

The UK's remotest pub, it could only be reached via boat or a three-day walk through one of 
Britain's last true wildernesses, the Knoydart peninsula in Scotland. 

Check out Tej Dhawan’s blog: A wee yomp to the remotest pub (The Old Forge) in Great Britain 
https://www.tejdhawan.com/wee-yomp-remotest-pub-old-forge-scotland/



Fairy Bridge of Glen 
Creran

Fairy Bridge is between Oban and Appin 
on the way up to Ft. William.  If you 

follow up the glen you end up at 
Rannoch Mor, just above the Great Glen.



Oban to Mull 
to Iona

Oban Port

Rowan Tree 
at Duart
Castle, Mull

First view of Iona



Iona
Augustinian Nunnery 
Benedictine Abbey
Sìthean Mòr (Fairy/Angel Hill)



On the way 
back to Oban 



Callanish Standing Stones
Isle of Lewis

Just at the beginning of “the gloaming” (dusk) when the mica in the schist 
catches the low angle light and begins to “glow”.
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For centuries, Highlanders and their livestock lived in these one-room abodes. 
The houses, which featured packed earth floors, drystone walls, and thatched 
roofs, offered refuge from the wild North Atlantic weather. A fire in the central 
hearth kept the space warm, and a divider separated the human inhabitants 
from their farm animals, which remained huddled at one end of the building.

Blackhouse
Arnol, Isle of Lewis

Na Gearanan
Blackhouse
Village
Isle of Lewis



Orkney
Mainland Island

St Magnus 
Cathedral

The Italian 
Chapel

Churchill 
Barriers

An Orcadian is a 
native of Orkney.



The Heart of Neolithic Orkney  
UNESCO World Heritage Site

St Magnus Cathedral

Maeshowe  
Burial Chamber

Standing Stones 
of Stenness

Ring of Brodgar

Skara Brae



Skara Brae
Skara Brae was discovered in 

1850 when a fierce storm 
blew away the sand that had 

covered it for centuries, at 
least. It comprises of streets 
and houses with walls and 

furnishings that were made 
by humans 5000 years ago. 
Skara Brae was occupied for 

more than 600 years.

Skara Brae
Skara Brae was discovered in 

1850 when a fierce storm 
blew away the sand that had 

covered it for centuries, at 
least. It comprises of streets 
and houses with walls and 

furnishings that were made 
by humans 5000 years ago. 
Skara Brae was occupied for 

more than 600 years.



Checkout Tej Dhawan’s blog - Planning a Trip to Islay
https://www.tejdhawan.com/planning-islay/
Also https://www.islayinfo.com/

Islay
The Isle of Islay (EYE-luh) is part of the 
southern Hebrides. It is inhabited by 

3,228 people and has 9 working whisky 
distilleries,  stunning scenery, and 

amazing wildlife.

Port Charlotte

Islay distilleries:
Ardnahoe
Ardbeg
Bowmore
Bruichladdich
Bunnahabin
Caol Ila
Kilchoman
Lagavulin
Laphroaig



Gillouir MacCrain Gravemarker
A bronze grave marker in the tiny village cemetery at Craighouse.

There also three “flaming sword” gravestones of Templars buried in the same ground.
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There also three “flaming sword” gravestones of Templars buried in the same ground.

The Isle of Jura
is one of Scotland’s last wildernesses. A little over 
200 people are outnumbered by more than 5,000 

deer on this stunning island.


